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Video - Continents Adrift

While watching the short video, Continents Adrift, look for the answers to the following questions.  

What are the three types of evidence that plate tectonics is active on Earth today?

Earthquakes, volcanoes and mountain building
What was Alfred Wegener’s first reason for thinking that the continents had once been joined?

fossils of the same plants and animals on different continents
What did scientists discover about the age of ocean floor rocks?

The age of rocks increases with distance from mid-ocean ridge
What do we see when we connect the dots with earthquake mapping?-the edges of  tectonic plates
The name we use for the outer crust is?   Lithosphere

What happens to the crust at divergent boundaries?

The plates move away from each other and magma rises in between to form new crust
What happens to the crust at convergent boundaries?

It gets destroyed - if one is ocean crust it goes down and gets melted.  If both are continental they crunch up and make mountains
Areas where the crust on one plate is pushed under the crust of another plate is called the: - subduction zone
What causes earthquakes?

Plates moving past each other, getting stuck, then popping free
Most volcanoes seem to be found at:

The edges of plate boundaries - either divergent boundaries or convergent Subduction boundaries
But the Hawaiian island chain was caused by a hot spot - a weak spot in the crust where magma can rise
Mountains are formed at what type of plate boundaries?  

continental - continental convergent boundaries where crust gets crumpled and pushed up or folded

how can we explain sea-life fossils on mountain tops?
